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TO 

EVERY FRIEND OF LIBERTY AND JUSTICE; 

TO THOSE ESPECIALLY, 

WHO REGARD THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

WITH RESPECT AND ATTACHMENT, 

AS THE LEGAL ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR COUNTRY; 

AND WHOSE VENERATION 

FOR HER 

CATHOLIC, APOSTOLIC, AND SPIRITUAL CHARACTER, 

WILL NOT SUFFER THEM TO VIEW 

WITH COMPLACENCY, OR INDIFFERENCE, 

THAT CHARACTER, IN ANY MEASURE, 

LIGHTLY COMPROMISED; 

WITH UNRESERVED FELLOWSHIP IN FEELING, 

ARE THE FOLLOWING PAGES INSCRIBED, 

BY THEIR SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREMONITORY REMABKa 



it fi&tm» to bp general^ expected, that^ urbetf any^ 
person undertakes to^. add to tbe mass of pablka-* 
ti(m$ whkh are eontm^ly iBs&ing fpt^m t^Fl^^s, 
%i Mfy contribution of his owi^) however stfiatl, hq[ 
sluKdd pfod»ee some gpounite Ibr th«i» smelting » 
share, of public attentioi^ : and ^m expectaticHi 
seemis perfectly reasonable. Fov, unless a mail' be 
iiiie in ipso limine to assign soti;ie tolerablf^ motiye 
for writing, all the world may think themselves 
very &>irly excused ftom reading vrhatbe^h^swrit^ 
ten. The author of these pages has no claim or 
wish to be exempt from such a judgment as this. 
Let, then, this page, which is the ^rstj be the last 
to those who may think his object unimportant, or 
his motives insufficient, which are these : — 

To vindicate the character of the Colonial Epis- 
copal Clergy, especially of those of the Diocese of 
Quebec, from that, which, however it may have 
been intended, savours very strongly of an asper- 
sion cast upon them : — 
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To state the existence, and point out the opera- 
tion of an evil, affecting the honour and interests 
of the Church at large ; in the hope that those, who 
are in stations of influence and authority, may 
apply the requisite remedy: — 

To give notoriety to a Statute, which, till lately, 
at least, has been generally unknown, even by 
those who are most concerned to know it; and 
thus (as in duty and fairness bound), to prevent 
Englishmen, especially graduates of our Univer- 
sities, from finding themselves caught unawares, 
and exiled from. their country. 

In other respects the motives of the writer are 
personal } and while he regrets that there should 
have been necessity, or occasion, or scope for some 
of the following remarks,-— he regrets still more, 
if the case of the Colonial Clergy be hard^ and if 
their cause, be. just, that A^re,— in England— in 
this enlightened and liberal, age, they should have 
found no earlier, no abler, and no other advocate. 

NeuHxutk upon T$fne, Slst Marchy 1828. 
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AN 

APOLOGY, ^c. 



Among the characteristic features of the present age^ a 
spirit of liberality and a spirit of innovation are, perhapsi 
generally considered pre-eminent And no doubt, where 
this liberality is genuine^ and is not indifference to sound 
and valuable principles, or some still baser quality cloked 
in an honourable garb ; and where innovation originates in 
no narrow, sdfish, or sinister feeling, but is controlled and 
regulated by principles of piety, prudence, justice^ and be-' 
nevolence^ much practical good may be the result of their 
operation. Such a result, however, has not always followed. 
It willf perhaps, be found, that in some instances, the old 
paths of our fethers have been forsaken, and no better way 
has been opened for us to walk in. It wiU be seen that 
indosures have been made, and that fences have been 
erected, without improving the beauty of the prospect to 
the traveller, or adding to the comfort of the inhabitant 
It will be seen that Innovation has sometimes urged on her 
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pace with strides so rapid^ as to leave Liberality, her sister, 
immeasurably behind. And hence, it is presumed, we 
have to the boasted liberality of the times, the following 
notable 

EXCEPTION: 
59Geo.IU.eap4 60,§3, 

<< And be it further enacted that from and after the passing <^ 
this Act, no person who shall have been admitted into Holy 
Orders, by the Bishops of Quebec, Nova Scotia, or Calcutta, or by 
any other Bishop or Archbishop than those of England or Ireland, 
shall be capable of officiating in any Church or Chapel ofEng- 
land or Ireland^ without special permission from the Archbishop 
of the Province in which he proposes to officiate ; or of having, 
holding, or enjoying, or of being admitted to any Parsonage, or 
other Ecclesiastical Preferment in England <» Ireland, or of aet- 
mg as Curate therem, without the consent and. approbalibn of^ 
the Archbishop c^the Province, and also of the Bishop of the 
Diocese, in which any sxjch Parsonage, or E^lesuMtieal PrcferH 
Boent^ or Curacy may be situated/' 

When we hear of a body of meHt, r%lrtly wA cwwio^ly 
ordained to ih^ wcnrk of t^ miia^try^ by Bisbops wb^i \m^ 
liieoQ QOBftecrated by Eiigli&b Bidiops, 4nd prdaiqed tq 
worcase tbw ministry m conntriw m)s^ ^ SU*il^h de^ 
rnkdon^ and in Diocese$ whkh tiate h^Q co^tiit^ pevf^ 
tieina ^ the Metropolvlian Provh»Ge- of Ciiat^rbiuiy ; wiNWt 
we hwsy I sajy, that the m^nbeiisi of this bii^ an«^ «m 
wd all, disqua^tfiodf by an Act of th^ liff iddUMQi fi'^ai 
^^tiding in any Churdi ^t Ghopel of T^^^xdiW iTfliPwdi 
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v€ natundHycbiMlidelhat'itwferfiQinei^^ 

reason. We say to ourselves " Incapable ! — Whry ?*^ 

WIiiil:.6ort of men bIc^ Bieae^ or irlsictliakreilMy dwe?^ 

Id iwairdbing for iff aadiis sudBkfeiMJj isolemn m^wekf^t^ 
to justify eiieh a ioealBinri^ there aiie iwd wi&cli s/iU 
prtibMy £jrat ^Ug^ett fthemsdhm j6o a man of light 
fiHnciples, and eoutid ju^gmtnt^aaigood and MJafafitorjr> 
CkmsideitDg that a Isw standand of personal dlaracter^iNr 
nf literary attainments) fenniB' the GiU^rt/gimix^ for audi 
disqualificatioh) he will suppose k to be taJkan fisi^ gtvnt^d^ 
that many of due Cbloninl Cleigy of GrUt Britain aro ISaslf 
to ^1 abort, if measui:^ by the arduhary sttdd of derioal 
tttqnurkpente. 

- Xiet.the Dioeese of India apeak for iterseii^ Nbva Bootil 
for herself) Jamaica and Barbadoesfor'th^mseLTes; it haa 
bUen to my lot, and I am in ^i private dixly bound/' (a 
plii^ase Hot ludcnowp at Cadibridge^) td spe6k spbdaiiy in 
behalf of riiB i!kBgl(»*Cfm«(^fan C^ucch* 
• . Ths pceaent estate of tho'Chiircih ih the Oiiiadas^ eqip» 
txslly in Lower Canada, planted as she ia i^ the niidst of a 
iRomiak population, and ecposad aa abe is aild has boe^-to^thf 
tapping and mining of thfe Romanists, as i^ll as td tkt 
inore open, and, I am -sorry to add, mdra vivuient aasaulte 
pf certain persons among the Seetariaa ;H^d)^ atatb of the 
Churdi, I say, in thi^t qiiHU1ttr,'niay wdl damand (ill dit 
srlAdoDf of the Strpefeit, as vviell asall tlinhinoc^de of Aa 
Dove, and thatvtisiiam and * that intiocenca impat'tlttd and 
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sustained by a power that << will never leftv« her nor forsake 
her,** 

The accuracy of thin asserthm will be seen more dearly, 
tP we enter into a brief detail of die peculiar difficulties in 
which the Clergy in Canada are likely to be placed. 

A Clergyman in Cimada ought to feel himself armed to 
counterwork, at the^leasij the proselyting spirit of the 
Romish Church; and being liablesometimes, in the inter- 
courseof Sodety, to &11 in with some of the Clergy of that 
Church, he must be ready, if occasion should arise, to give 
a reason of his &ith and hope; otherwise he may prove '% 
workman that needs to be ashamed. In other, that is, in 
the more recently settled parts of both Provinces, he will 
find, besides emignuits from Britain, a large native Ameri- 
can population, who are generally as divided in their own 
religious views, as they are at first ignorant of, or prgudioed 
against the Church to which he belongs. He will find an 
inquisitive and sagadous people, not dbposed to take things 
upon trust ; he will find disputants upon Church Govern- 
ment, Baptism, Infiuit Baptism, and other controverted 
points; he will find those who require to be convinced 
of the lawfulness and propriety of Forms of Prayer, and 
who will not be content without an eiq>laaiation of parts of 
our Liturgy, and of the observances connected therewith; 
he will find some immersed in the depths of ignorance^ and 
some who, handling the word of God decdtfully, open the 
gate of heaven alike to sinner and to saint (A),'to' Judas and 
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ta PaoL — Sttch being .the case, it is believed, that the re-* 
quirements, which, are considered indispensable for ordina* 
lion* in the Diocese of Quebec, are not lower than those 
which are usually considered indispensable in thb country; 
and while it is freely acknowledged (indeed lliere can:hardly 
be a necessity for the acknowledgment) that the Canadian, 
Clergy, as a body, are in literary attainments very inferior 
to many of their more privileged brethren at home (b), — ^it 
is by no means allowed that they either are. or ought to be 
inferior to all, and it is as freely asserted, that any Clergy- 
man that is not qualified, nor likdy to become qualified, 
to undertake the charge of the generality of country parishes 
in England, is also unfit to exercise the ministerial functions^ 
in the Canadas. It is further maintained, that there are 
situations in those Provinces which require .much; more 
than this; and had we not, when assailed by some of 
'* those that are without," had we not numbered among.us 
one Clergyman possessed of much higher qualifications 
than those which are requisite in most clerical situaUons 
even in this country, — ^had we not had one David to go out 
before us, our Anglo-Canadian Israel might, perhaps, ere 
now have been smitten before the Philistines. 

Should, then, our man of plain common sense (c), whom 

we have supposed to be speculating upon the probable 

reasons of the restriction, now betake himself to the other 

alternative, and enquire whether there is any special likelin 

* See Appendix No. I. 
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kMd of^ a moMl uMGftti^ ttppdrlaij^l^ to tfee CaiaimSm' 
C30rg}V ^^v« Wieftf i^e^er^ that) not only wooM aft imttMM^ 
€91org}«MM be WiA^ aH dpeed diflplaeed^ fk>iii tlMr Qioce^ 
bii(« flM the hilliab^i^l^ <^ tbe Ca&adiaiv vildei^es^ &e#-^ 
dfvei^ di^eordtai d^eir i^Hgioas sentimenls, and Jiowevw 
^i^cmecms dome oJPtliofieseiiitiimentd mirf be, ate ak«Mt to a* 
zrum so^ mnitedift one feeling, that they would eBtdute(let 
menaifie-it td fteiir honotir) liie ministrations of an Mmd^- 
fal Cler^fDftavi'j-^^cT^^not fbr a si^)e monijh. 

^F%fepefb^ netw^istandiog the abore specalatiDRS', we 
vMf' say^ g&M^eifyi that the Colonial €l^gy (speaftfng aAc^r 
tfee manned of men), are, or ought ta be, capaMe of com*-- 
tetttti^^^ng^ to, and maintaining among, tiieif people, tt*ue 
fc9^^6n^<^-«and the nadonal faith,— and loyal aflfection^,-^ 
ajiid' Britiskb feeling;— -^orpaft/e they are (ought tiei^ so to 
heF'} of officiating in any church or chapeP of England op 
Intend ! 

fftivkig' fbftnd, tken, that the two conjectares abovemen- 
#onedciu-ry no wei^t with them, at least as applied" to 
Aose parts of our Colbnial possessions with which we are 
acquainted) and of which it i» oar declared- intention 
specially to speak, — andj as in the preamble of the Act there 
i^' no reason assigned for this restriction, nor indeed any 
Aing that bears upon diis particular clause,-**we are ob- 
liged to turn to the consideration of certain reasons for the 
enactment of this part of the statute, which, in the course of 
conversation thereupon^ have actualfy been suggested. 
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It haa been wdiutfeat *<? «bj^ wt^nOfid %. wfe« tfet 
Qergy are qqcq gone ijproedi fe *f g? (^m^ /A^fi^ 

Wq hopA and tru^ in ib» uame pC lil)^rtyr li!;ier4iQr> 
oofmnqn apnise^ and ?igU prii3«Jpl% that Qxk k mX tji^ ?f»r 
aon. If it be» U will npt d^p w loiig tq pftii|t Q^t ife iflr 
Jtwtifle and ahguf^itji, mt t^ 9^ impiety. 

It mmm, md,m$^ ih^ this alfeg?^ r^a^jn is j^jopudcji 

upon the W{^m}tias» tbat «oine of th^ Colopja} Qlergjf 

xoa(7t from. varip\|s giriiUr^i^tf^nces, feel thj^fqs^yes disapir 

[pmit64& m^ mfff wi«^ to r?tuirn to their m^yi^ l^d. Is i\ 

not, then, not a little illiberal and ungeoe^ps, by a 8p^ia| 

^a^si^istfit: tp fi^ile Jreebarn i^nd guiltless men fTpm their 

Mtiv^ laod— rpaapy of wl^Qni hf|ve q]ijit;ted th^t lan^ without 

bdog appyi^fid—witbout t}\e pps^ibjlity Qf knpwing tha< 

inch wpld4 b^ tb^ respl); pf their (l^par^urei and who never 

would have suli^eiQtecl th^pou^elv^^ tot i^uch 4i!^&hilities if thej 

Jiad mt^ftmw^ tjbe piost distant i^uspipipq that they could 

b§ dpin^ ^(h Wipg gpne thrpugb th^ saine complete coi^rsci 

of aoadenoiii^ pfi^ni'^tion at homc^ with their bfetbrep pf 

tbfi CbuFpb iq ]&iglftnd itself? 

1», it ePt aiiL ahiurdify tP expect that ^ b^ weU ^pce^ iq 

aiKjP iitaalioq. ox by aqy men, which is doq^ with rgluc-; 

tmcp ? Can tbey bf5 good or useful iq the. 4ischarge of 

tbeir impprtapt p%e who stay abroad against their wiU ? 

Or shall it be said, or supposed, that the Missionaries of 

the CJhurfjJ^ pf Bpglaq^, and ptbep Cp|pnial Clergy, reqqire 

tp be cbaiiaed to their posts? Wore we enipowered to 

c 
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legislate, we should rather say, " Let all those return who 
are so disposed, from whatever motive it may be. Let 
those return, who, in the exercise of their freedom, judg- 
ment, and conscience, are impelled to do so ; and, as for 
thoscj if any there be, who love not their employment, let 
them by all means make room for more zealous men," 
The policy enjoined on Gideon is worthy of imitation in 
such a case. Let no man who is unwilling, remain with 
those who go forth against the camp of Midian, "Who- 
soever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from Mount Gilead." 

And, surely, if there be but a single individual whose si- 
tuation is irksome to him, and who longs to leave it, we 
cannot say there is no impiety in the exercise of compulsion 
towards him, in a matter pertaining to God, wherein he 
ought to be engaged, not by constraint, but willingly. 

Another argument alleged in behalf of the interdict is, 
that it was intended to prevent this country being visited 
with an inufidation oi foreign and hxilfeducated Clergy- 
men. Now mark these words, inundation^ foreign^ and 
half-edticated ! As to the last of these terms, it is hard to 
say what it means, but if it imply unfitness (d) to exercise 
the ministerial office in a country Church in England, — ^as 
far as it applies to the Canadas, we have disposed of it al«> 
ready. 

But is " a vast influx" of foreigners apprehended ? Why, 
tlien, a:re not natural born Englishmen who have gone out 
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tto the Ck>IonJeSy^--they are npt foreigd^rs^ — why are they 

not excepted ? The children of British Colonists, — they 

are not foreigners,— why are .they not excepted ? 

> &ut is an inundation irom those quarters, whether of 

foreigners or pot^ realbf. apprehended ? Let us in a few 

words allay the apprehensicm, Let us dispel the fears of 

so " vast an influx." 

England is, no doubt, a fine country. We Englishmen 

have a gopd right to say, that a finer does not exist. -But 

we Englishmen have no right to make all other people say 

so, nor reason to take for granted that all other people do 

say so. And yet we Englishmen are perhaps apt to have 

an over-weening conceit of ourselves, and of Our country, 

and of every thing appertaining thereto, and to imagine that 

all the world, viewing us with envy, are ready, if they only 

had the power, to come aiid push us from our island* 

thrones. In entertaining this comfortable^ self-complacent 

idea, however, perhaps, we es^alt ourselves above measure* 

There are those in Transatlantic r^ons, and in British 

Colonies too, who. love, their own Abana, and their owa 

Pharpar better than all the rivers of England* lliere ar^ 
those 

" Who would not leave * though brib'd^ Columbia's land, 
« Nor change * Ontario's bof der' for the Strand." 

It is true, that in those regions there is less of the abun- 
dance of ridiesj but then there is also less, — far less, — of 
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iHit find ftfe m«eHett '<? 

Slit dieii fXi?r^^b iJite^old dif £Ke>ititribltet'hdtoe,^nt 
and cold io not pitss (e),— iftt^<r the huthblekt hotttte '^ 
boais't its bright knS blaring 'lieaLrth, and & 'M knd pKft-- 
teous with all manner of needful store. It Is ttae'tYttitilie/^f 
m ihost piacefs, we Weet With l6sS t)f the chfarth,'Hhti^^Ush 
of English society, but iiefe ^'e atfe cheered with fceiirte ^ 
^arm, ias brave, as faithftll, and aS fi*ee,-^ft^as a^ ^tlfe,-i^ 
air as pufe,— and skies ihoi'e sonny and riibre srerene*;-^^ 

*\ Thett brighter suns dispense serener Ueht, 
<< And milder moons imparadise the night.'*' 

'And lihkte are^ «nd ihere hav^ been, dioee who haye gone 
thither from (be 'Chores of B^ttain^ who are far from* being 
deroid of ^ffflfectidn foi* ^ir 'eaitiefift homes,*— far from 
tiiinkiiig any 'soom^f ^b pkasant knrd^ — ^yet Juive ^^ 
not, during a lapse of year% been hatiBted \^ any imp^ri' 
tonate longings to recrbss die "vMery way that severedtkeni 
fivnn the soil )of tfaeir nativky. . 

Dismissing therefore theybm^^n^^ and the half-eduoBM 
as altogether guildess of the Jbul conspiraa/ to inundate our 
free, happy, and enlightened country, with ColcMiial %no- 
ranee and barbarism, — ^wehope to find another class of men 
equally innocent on that score. We in charity 'suppose, 
that many who are engaged in tSieColonial ntinfetPf Are 
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tiMt; iand "we coodade 4ihat soeh mm 'mlliKot fi^i-sidee &eir 
pwthndbr Add«f labotirfrotmiftBy antf^ljr s^lfigh w secidtor 
tM«r; >aad #e AktAttof^u^ttm, drat dibidd ctgC M awtanot 
briag «iiy w^hqperams ^<nj^i% and ioanoniealty ^rdtmH 
ed" to this country for a season, they t^ould not^coalABitMta 
any pulpit, or desk, in which, but for this enactment, they 
l»ight 4i&invked tt» Ciffieiate by some innsalid friend or earlj 
fomptoioQ* 

Anotb^ iBtin atten^l8'to«iocount for the existence <of the 
StiM^ite^ ^ st^|]})o&iig that it was ^speciaUy intended to ob« 
¥iftte^4rf^ fiskof tlie Parent Church being encumbered with 
persons ordained in the Ciik)nie!5 who had not eiyoyed .the 
9d¥anti^ of Hn AcadeBaits^ eduoatioa {f); but when 
lie Is asked ^^ Why, tben^ are •not those who haire ^qyed 
this advantage exempted from the operation of the Act?' 
Helias mrthiiig further to say. To shew, tberefore^^the 
hardship which may resuU-fiiomitsoperatiDiii^letusfiqppost 
M'^ve^S possiMe case. 

•SHtipose-a graduate of an English University,— Jet him 
be -lA distingoished as .you please^ — ^let him be &nior 
Wrangler and Senuur Medallist at Cambridge, or^he first 
both in Literis Humanioribus, and in Disciplinis Mathema* 
£cis et Physicis at Oxford ; suppose him to go out to In«- 
AaJn'some^cvvil capacity: «Bhti}e3iei»ltbtt«^iie ifl^mpMsaSfl 
witli a strong Jdesire, arising from the j)utest motives, to enr 
ter the stonfotry, and, in igMrantteidf &9 £ia6. IlL Gup. 
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60, § d,or unwilling to brook the.Ibng^kl^ of a voyaj^ ta 
England, he is admitted into Holy Orders by tbe Bishop 
of Calcutta, and in the course of time, we may sfillisi^pote^' 
he is promoted to the dignity of Archdeacon at one of the 
Presidencies; sooner i or later, on account of his health oc 
otheiwise, he revisits his 

* TlttrplolBt yatetf* 

He sets his foot on the well-remembered shores^ — ^n^hat theBf 
follows ? The interdict meets him and says, " Though you 
were bom in this land,^— and baptized in this land, — and 
nurtured in this land,^— and confirmed in this land,— ^-and 
though you were educated and distinguished at a University 
in this land, — yet, in spite of previous education, past 
honours, present usefulness, and professional dignity, here, 
— in this land, — aye, in this your native land, — you thaU 
not preach the word of GOD" ! * 

We see, then, that by this Statute, Englishmen too may 
lose €aste on the banks of the Ganges. 

The only remaining plea which has been urged to justify 
this Statute, that has any claim to attention (if indeed it has 
any claim), is, that it was designed to meet the case of p€lr- 
sons who Had failed to obtain admission to Holy Orders in 

* If all this shall appear to any to be mere idle declamation^ aioce in ihe 
Act itself provision is made for the restitution of clerical privileges ; they are 
refefxed to the Appendiz, J(o. lU, which will 'shew upon whtX easy ieram 
such restitution can be granted. The question, too, is yet undecided, whe- 
ther, by any process, a person ordamed in the Colonies can be placed precisely 
in the same situation, as if he bad recdved oidinstion in En^anicL 
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England ; — to prevent their going over to the G>lonies for 
the purpose of being there ordained, and afterwards return- 
ing to inundate this country. 

How any abuse of this kind could take place we may well 
be at a loss to conceive,, since persons are ordained in the 
Colonies bondjide to the spiritual charge of some parish or 
mission, and only as such situations become vacant; to 
which they are always^ as in this country, regularly insti- 
tuted and inducted, or licenced, as the case may be. 
Besides, the very idea of such an abuse, would imply a suspi- 
cion of negligence and want of vigilance on the part of the 
Transmarine Bishops,, a suspicion (to say the least) no way 
warranted by any association connected with those names 
which have adorned, and do yet adorn the first page, — sad 
to say, it is only ihejirst page of British Colonial Episco- 
pacy (g)- 

But perhaps some persons may tell us, " Whatever you 
may say, there have been stragglers from the Clerical body 
in the Colonies, that have been troublesome in this coun- 
try ; and this was the cause of the enactment of the disabi- 
lities referred to." We reply — " Let this first be proved, 
and let us know the number of these stragglers. It will 
then be time to state whether Colonial Dioceses have never 
been subjected to a reciprocity of annoyance from this side 
of the water, — to enquire, — Is this a legitimate remedy for 
the evil?«*to ask, — Are the innocent many to be made to 
suffer for iiiefattltyfew ?" 
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Many- will lec- at mice thatji in d^U view^ o£ the nialtav c^ 
most seprehenwble priociple of actioa i$( admhted apd ^b^ 
tioned, viz, : 

^ To do « < amiOl' ?i^t» do a < mighty* wfong;* 

And, irere lihe principle less reprebensible, tlie allegation 
of sack a fkct (if Indeed it be a ikct), as the one above men- 
tioned would ftirnish no plea of necessity for the obnoxious 
danse^ since the latter clause whibh prevents persons or- 
dained in the Colonies ^irom having, hokfing, or enjojhig', 
or being admitted to any parsonage, or other Eedesi^tstkid 
preferment, in England or Ireknd, &c/' is i^ Itself adequate 
eflbctnally to repress any spirit of rem%ratton, from wha^ 
ever cause such a spirit might originate. And of this latter 
clause^-«i-had it only been in due time commnnieated to the 
parties concerned, — ^no complaint would be made. 

Having examined the reasons, which have, from time to 
thne, been advanced in justification of the humiliathig mark 
that has been set upon the Colonial Clergy, and bavmg 
Ibund them utterly unsatisfactory, our thoughts are now left 
free to wander in quest of others. We may imagine, fi>r 
instance, that some philosopher has dreamt a dream that 
heathen converts, episcopally ordained, were coming from 
Lake Erie, and Cape Comorin, to preach to English ears 
(frightful thought!) in Mohawk and Malayalim; — or 
(still more frightful !) that some poUddan has seen, m a 
vision, a multitude of strangers, — ^yea, a very hrnndaiUm of 
foreign and half-educated clergymen, sacrificing their proper 
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^ei^ of usefnlitess, t£eir boihed, their familiesi their chil<^ 
ivGs^s- hopes, and their daily increasing comforts,^-^(as if 
there were lio^ charm in tSie land of ^loinons lakes, and 
ia^gb^ i/w^t8^ and siiimy ides, a&d 

<< Grden savannas all bright and itiIl4"--<-> 

with the most sensible arid jpo&Vfc scheme of appropriatifigf 
fo themselves some of die many vacant^* Parsonagesi Cura^ 
dc6, and dtUer EkicIiEijnastical prefenflettts*% now^ become sor 
numerous^ and so easilt/to be had, in this fan: htktkinly^ 
p^dpkd realm of England \ 



To:ebara6terise thismeftsmre merely as one thattestd upon 
no. solid or reasonable grounds, would be to es^bibit an im- 
perfect view of its-nature^ — ^to give a negative statement of 
its character; — there are positive alid grave objections, 
which will go fiur to prove it to be as much at variance with 
the doctrines of the Church, aa it is repugnant to souiid 
policy^. and iiteositistent with the plainest {winciples of jUs- 



Is this enactmetit in itis tenden^ Apostolic, attd Evan- 
gielical? (h) Does it harmonise with the Divme com- 
mand given to theAposttes^ :>< Preach the "Gbsf^ to every 
areature^" or is it not ratiier to that coahnand a mere secu-: 
lac limitation, unauthorized, and inexpedient ? 

Of those who are conversant vidth the Scripture^ it nrast 
be ijuke soperiltous to ask^vidiether there is more of the 

D 
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spirit of the Gospel, or of the spirit of the world, to be 
found in this unwise and humiliating restriction ; they hav^ 
only to call to mind the beautiful analogy (i) which is drawn 
between the Church of Christ and the human body, — and 
to remark the striking portraiture of the harmony, cohe- 
rence, and sympathy of the different parts with each other^ 
and to ;Qotice the special regard which is there given to the 
well-being of those members, which are in themselves the 
mm-e feeble, and the less honourable. 

Can we next concede any praise to this interdict upon 
the ground of its accordance with Catholic principles ? In 
controversy with their Romish opponents, the Reformers of 
our Church did not shrink from the appeal to the first ages 
of Christianity; they established the framework of their 
Ecclesiastical Polity, upon the model of primitive usage. 

Does, then, Antiquity, aswellasParliament, does Ecclesi- 
astical Authority, as well as Statute Law, give its sanction to 
this disqualification of p^sons who have been ^^ lawfully 
called and sent to preach and minister the Sacraments. in 
the Congregation" ? In a matter purely spiritual we are; 
surely at liberty to ask this question. Does any thing in 
the annals of the early Church countenance this proceeding? 
Were the Orthodox Clergy of OrthodoxBishopsin the three 
firstcenturies considered to possess merely a local character^ 
From the first alliance of Christianity with temporal power,, 
to the downfall of the Empire, were the Clergy of the 
Bishops of Quebec, Nova Scotia, or Calcutta, — ^no,— were 
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the Clergy of die Bishops of Smyrn^ Lyons, or Carthage, 
or of any other Catholic Bishop (for the naineof the ^<dis« 
faicty diocese, or place" no way afiects the question), were 
they prohibited to officiate in the Imperial City, or within 
the limits of Italy ? 

: Wa^ the title to minister ike Word and Sacralnents cOn« 
ferred by Episcopal Ordination, and once received as valid 
ubique ab omnibus^ — ^was it evefr so circumscribed by geo* 
graphical limits, and made the subject of legislative restric- 
tions ? — in a word, was it in the yeaf 1819, that the Church 
was first caused in a manner to dissent from herself, and 
virtually to inmlidate het awn essential ^indples ? 

Does, then, this interdict, which Antiquity refuses to s^nc- 
tion,^does it find atiy thing. analogous to, itself among 
otlier Churches and Communions ?•— or, of all religious bo- 
dies Jil England, perhaps in Europe, does this solitary £ind 
sorrowfiil distinction appertain to the Establishment aloiie, 
to say to her Missionaries and to the rest of her sons in the 
Colonial Ministry, ^^you may come to this land, and visit 
yotir kindred, and stay awhile, and then depart in peace ; 
but in this land, while you remain, you shall never preach 
ih0 word of GOD"? 

. And this schismatic interdict introduced, too, into the 
botom of a Church that prays daily against SCHISM I 
' ' O, foi^ a Ridley, or a Hooker, or for one on whom the 
mantle and the spirit of Ridley has descended, to speak of 
this thing after the measure of its merits ! . 
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Scrqptare disowns it, Gatholic% tunas her faack upon il^ 
let us now lay it at tbeie^t pf Justicse. 

Listen now^ QrthodoK Churdunen, listen, Icsarhe^rted 
Englishm^ 1 

Who would beHeve it, diat, in this our land of ligbt and 
liberty, and in this onr €^e of liberality^ those who have 
gone abroad to extend the knowledge of the Gospel and of 
the National Rdigion, are — (who I say would belieye it ?) 
are PUNISHED? and this too, not with the loss of thell* 
temporal privileges merely, — that would not bd so remiffk- 
able, — ^but with the deprivation of their spirittiol privileges 
also. 

Nor was any 'warning given them before they were visited 
widi this, hardship. 

In altering the relations subsisting between the Plivent 
Church and her Colonial branches, and betweoi many 
individuals and their native or mother countiy, it would seem 
to be not very unfair to allow some time, to elapse before 
the proposed measure came into opa'ation, in order that 
persoqsy who were liable to be affect^ by the change, inight 
have opportunity to escape from its effects. But no-^not 
only was no miming given, but the Statute, in the phni-- 
tude of itsjustiee, wds made RETROSl^ECTIVE— thus 
catching in its capacious net, at one wide sweep, the whole 
body of the Colonial Clergy, whatever might be the date 
of their ordination, — ^the most exemplary and the least 
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exeEQ|^tiy» whether Engliahtneii or not-^-whether grndn- 
atoB or not« 

With respect la the Ctoftdads^ besides emigraiits from 
^rdaiiv ft large ptoportioa of the fk>pidatioiif iii the neW 
settleniGAtB obnsbtB of Americans, many df wh6in are de^ 
Yoat people, and though originally belongiag to yftiloi(£r 
sects of religion, jret haidbg little of iBvelierate prgndice^ 
they very fre^enily conform tx) the Church.. Akaost e2> 
elusively fay means of some of these people who tall a few 
years before had i^Ter seen a Book of Commoa Prayer^ 
or the fece. of aa Eng^isfai Clei^man^ mimy of th^ new 
CluiiH^hes (k), both large and neat^ wlikb now decorate tfatf 
witdemess,^ have been arected* Now these peojple^: bangi 
at first exceedin^y divided, mi tlielr r^ligbua sentin£ent%) 
tolerant ereato Latitndinanantsm cf each others diSsre^'^ 
ces, having loose, or nidiec na ideas of Chut^ehHEoember-* 
ship, and being accustomed- in the fi£fw. s^emei^tstof tliiefa^ 
own oountryto regard tiieirplaces.of worship as a commofi 
fields for all sorts of preachers itO' set forth all sortis 6f doe^ 
trines,— ^object to the systenrof the €!hurch,. because she rc^ 
serves lier places of worship exclusively for the ministrations 
of those who have received: EpisoDpaloxdinatiom. HabiN:u* 
ated ta liberal usages,, they cannot at onee: cobipreh^id 
that our practice is. eisentiai tothe e&ctuel exerdse ofi 
l^iscopal superintendence, .to the preservation ofthe (»dei$ 
and unity, if not cl the existence. q£ die: Church ; tbey 
require to be convinced that it does not ariaei£rDm.jcaknjsy^ 
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selfishness, or intolerance, — not from a wish to disparage or 
injure others, but from a wish to keep ourselves fjtom harm* 

But how boundless would be their listonishment, and 
how utterly hopeless the attempt to satisfy them, were they 
to learn that those very ministers whom the Ohurch of 
England €6nds to preach the gospel and administer her ordi^ 
fiances among them, are in England itself, should.they visit 
it, at once suspended from the exercise of their functions ! . 
' Might not some one of the more ill*disposed and uh<- 
worthy among these people, upon coming ix> the knowledge 
6f such a fact, accost a Missionary from die Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, or other Colonial Cler^man^ 
in terms like these ?— " Ah, we have found you out, we 
have found you out ! You came here to us to instruct us in 
religion, according to the doctrines of the Church of Eag-: 
land, professing yourselves to be ministers of that Churchy 
which you know is so far from being the case, that though 
there are 13,000 Churches and Chapels in England and 
Ireland, if you were in the old country (l) at this moment, 
there is not one of all these Churches and Chapels in which 
you would be su£Pered to open your lips as a Minister." 

Now we say is it generous, or is it just, that those, who 
bear the banner of the Cross and of the Church of Eng- 
land, should l>e exposed to a taunt like this? In common 
fairness ought they not to be furnished with a suitable r^ 
ply to such a taunt, by those who profess to be the advocate* 
of the interdict? ; 
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Shall, then, a Clergyman, in such a case, reply, ** It is 
true that an Act of Parliament will not suffer me to call 
myself, in the ordinary meaning of the term, a Clergyman 
of the Church of England* And this I cannot help. Be- 
sides this concerns me, my friend, and not you* With 
respect to you, I am still what I was before, a Presbyter of 
the Apostolic Church of Christ, which is OLDER than 
Acts of Parliament J* 

■■ There is another anomalous circumstance connected with 
this Statute, and that is the distinction which is made 
between those ordained for the Colonies, and those ordained 
in them, to the prejudice of the latter. Of those ordained 
for the Colonies* it is no where. saidj that they shall be 
incapable of officiating in any Church or Chapel of Eng- 
land or Ireland, it is so said of those who are admitted into 
Holy Orders by Colonial Bishops. Hence shall Massa- 
wippi, son of I^ontarawen, of Mohawk race, — Latapatta, 
nq)hew of the prime minister of king Radama, of Mada- 
gascar, — Moodewhoah, son of Whunghee Kannibalato, 
the New Zealand chief, — shaving been sent to England for 
education, and there ordained for his Majesty's foreign 
possessions, be <;apable of officiating in the national 
Church of England and Ireland.* Not so, under almost 
similar circumstances, the natives of the soil — ^nien of 
christian parentage — Englishmen bred and. bom, — not so 
Edward Oswald, whose name proclaims his Saxon ancestry, 
♦ Sec Appendix No. IL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



£4 

«f^nDt 30 PUlip Umfrarille) of Norman linea^y-^non; so 
Owen Watkjm^ of ancient Brituh blood^T^-^iot «o Michael 
O'Neil, of (Ad Htbecman raccu — " Not so / wliy. not w 1* 
Were not theit names respectively enrolled at Trinily Col^ 
kge^ Canbridge, at Oriel College^. Qxfisrd^ at Trini^ 
Ck>llege, Dublin^ andat St. David'a College ?' << Yes^ A^ 
were, but then they w^^e. admitted into Holy. Orders b3} 
the Bishops of Quebec, Nova Scotia,. Galcotta, loid Ji^ 
maicat and tberefoore every desk, akar,. and pul^it^ in 
England and Ireland^ is too good for them /" 

Let Justice now pass on^.and let Policy.takeup^ the tale; 

We will suppose that the Colonial Clergy,7-4hough theji^ 
may w^l oonsider this special. mark of degradation, which 
is set i^pon them, to be unnecessary^ unreasonable, unme* 
rited, wd uucanonicaI,T-~receive it with Chri&tian.meekness3i 
and feel on this, account no aUenatum- of mind, where they 
would wish to &d nothbg.but respect and attachment* 

Sui^ose.thifi: to be the case ; still, is.it npthing to enact 
a law yfbkh. c^erates almost as:& prohibition to graduates 
oCour Universities, who mi^^t otherwise be:willing to entev 
intp the service of the Colonial Churches,, and which leavea 
tbe^ranks of.theiministry in those Chuziohes to be filled up^ 
almost. e^iK»ive]|y by. persons botn.:and. educated in the 
Golcmes, where them^uukof education are confessedly, 
very infcyriwi.(«0 to those at.htane* Policy i might say i a 
gpod.de^l upon this. point. (n). Thei Romish Ch^rcK in 
Lower Canada (thanks to the countenance of their national 
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faith by the French Government and people,) besides 
various other religious institutions, hias jxmr G>lleges or 
Theological Seminaries (o). The Church of England does 
not yet possess one (p). The Church of Rome, if she Is 
aware of it, will of course feel herself exceedingly obliged 
by this Statute. Hardly could any boon have been con» 
lerred more acceptable to her than this, — a boon, perhaps, 
not inferior in value to the grant of jSIOOO per annum, and 
of a seat in the Legislative Council to Monseigneur the 
Bishop of the Romish Church. 

^ Hoc Ithacus velit et magna mercentur Atridae." 
To all this we may add, that there are many, doubtless, 
who will think, diat the oiSice of an English missionary, 
firom the Church of England, ought to be looked upon in 
a somewhat different light from a amiptdsory expatriation^ 
or at best an honourable exile. 

' In thus standing on our defence, we have been obliged to 
prosecute a task in many respects ungrateful. But we have 
been standing on our defence ; and tve now call on others 
to stand on theirs. We demand to be told what it is we 
have done, that, in the land of our fathers, — ^and ho where 
else but in the land our &thers, — ^with respect to our spiritual 
character we are accounted .as aliens. We call on the 
champions of the stigmatizing interdict if they find them- 
selves able, to justify it before men in the light of GOD's 
WORD,— in the light of Ecclesiastical Antiquity— of 
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jjU^lce—dfgenero^tyT-pf policy — of liberty^— of necessity — 
and of common sense. 

The n&ture^ tendei^Cy, atid opieration of the humiliating 
and bnwise distinctions made between the Colonial Clergy 
and those at home, being such as have. been described, who 
is there that will undertake to vindicate them ? Not the 
ipan of genuine liberal ideas-rnot the man of patriotic, and 
kindly feelings — ^not tiie m^i, who^ venerating our anci^t 
seajBof learning, i^ ill content .tiiat the waters of the, St. 
Lawrence, and the Ganges, or even of tiie Atiantic and 
PacifiQ. should burst every tie, and obliterate every sympa- 
thy,^-^nd dissolve every connexion, — and annihUate every 
privilege, — that had been created on the borders of , the 
Cam or the Isis: — Nor can tiie Protestant advocates of 
what is called ^Xlatholic Mmancipatiem^* (q) with any shew 
of consistency, set themselves in array against that^ which, 
without any risk of a twofold misnomer, we may venture to 
designate Colonial Church Emancipation^ 
.. In fine, when a//, who style themselves High Churchmen 
(b), shall have become so cotisistent, and so orthodoxy as 
to protest against any tampering witii princ^Ies.that lie 
near to the root of Apostolical Episcopacy, — ^and when joU 
who call themselves Evangelical Churchmen (a), shall have 
become so consistent and so orthodox, as to deprecate, the 
imposition of undue limitations on the preachmg of the 
Word of God, and the administraticxiof the Sacraments;-— 
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then shall all Churchmen^ to all future generations^ marvel, 
that a restriction of so questionable a character was ever 
fastened on the free and Catholic spirit of the mighty and 
magnificent establishment of England. And so, when in 
this particular, good old Church principles shall again have 
their day, — ^unalloyed with narrow jealousies, — ^unshackled 
by worldly, and mistaken policy, — then, — if men shall be 
pronounced incapable of oflEiciating in any Church or Chapel 
of England or Ireland, — for theiv spiritual disf ranchisement^ 
other and better grounds will be sought and found, than 
the laying on of the hands of a MIDDLETON,— a 
MOUNTAIN,,—^ STEWART,— or a HEBER. 

RECEIVE US: 

WE HAVE WRONGED NO MAN, 

WE HAVE CORRUPTED NO MAN, 

WE HAVE DEFRAUDED NO MAN. J 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NOTES. 



Note TO the Title Page* — The mode in which the writet 
has denominated hiinself, being unusual^ may require B<mie ex<* 
planation^ with a view to obviate any suspicion of affectation, or 
of allove of Angularity. The &ct is, that having been admitted 
to Deacon's Orders in England, and to Priest's in Canada, he is 
unable to £nd out in what precise rdation he stands to tibe 
Church of England, and since . 

** Cau$i^ci oertant^ et ndhtie sub judice lis est,*' 

whether a person so circumstanced possesses any legal rights 
as a Presb3rter of the Parent Church, or not; in this statef of 
uncertainty it has appeared most proper and most correct,' to 
qpeak d himsielf in terms bearing reference to the Universal 
Protestant Episcopid Church. 

(a) p. 6. To Judas and id Pa/oL^Such was the language 
actually held .upon one occasion by an Universalist Preacheri 
Shocking as it is, as an open and undisguised statement oi 
false, and wicked dogmas, it would probably be less mischievous 
than the more common subtle insinuations, or plausible and 
florid harangues, with which these.people deceive the ear of the 
unwary, and harden the hearts of the profligate and vicious. 

(b) p, 7 . It is by no means allowed thaty &c.— -From., the 
ideas which some persons seem to entertain of the North 
American Colonies, we might be led to imagine, not only that 
they were altogether peopled with such like ^< companies em 
resorted to David at AduDam," but that England had expbrtec( 
to that part of the world none but the weakest and least 
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enterprising of her sons, taking care jx> retain within her own four 
seas all her men of energy and understanding. We might be 
led to suppose, that a sort of literary and intellectual excise 
officers had been stationed at every out-port, to take the guage 
and dimensions of the meptal &culties of every man who pur- 
posed to emigrate ; and that every man, who upon examination 
had not been found to possess the requisite qwmeum of stolidity 
to enable him to seek a home beyond the ^^ big lake," was 
served with a writ of ne exeat regno. But that no such Gall- 
and-Spurzheim inquisition has existed; or, that the inquisi- 
tofkhave beehiwofuliy n^ligent or diahonesitln their; vocatibn, 
the ^history of .&e last fifty years will plainly teU, and those^ 
who have crossed the Atlantic, know, and in some^respects 
tod . sadly, know, that our American brethren, once . British 
Coldniste, have, in matters d£ diplomacy, and internationaliar* 
rangement. evinced not a whit less forethought and sa^city 
than ourselves ; that, if on this side of the witor we are all men; 
on the other side of the .water they are not all chiMren; and 
t)^t'£<^lidi intellect do^s not degenerate, when transplanted 
to the fl^il of America. , 

r. J (c) p» 7* Should, then our mm of plains &c.-^To tb^ j»e^ 
Cj^cUng a|id subsequent remarks we may add, that there are 
other peculiar circumstances in th^ country which demapdthQ 
aervices of a respectable add efficient dergy* . In lo^gjland.the 
deficiendes of a fiiingle clergyman.may be .comparatively lost, 
among the eKOellencies of the many around him; but it is. not 
so on the other aide of the Atlantie. ' There, in very many situ* 
ations^ the miniater of religion stands alone, and is called.-upon^ 
perhape, to act in new and trying circumstadces, where there i^ 
no cognisd, ftom man but from himself alone. He is there seen 
and J4i4%ed of ajl ; if he were incompetent or immoral, he might 
iqure thecau^e of religion, and jthe character of the^Churchi 
throughout the whole province* For» from the comparative 
scantiness of the population, the £Eu;Uitije8 fi>r travelling, and the 
bag joumies which men are accustomed to make,. the: merits xmt 
demeritsof any man, whether lay or clerical, which would.ndt, in 
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Yorkshire or Lancashire, be heajfd of five miles from his ami 
door, in Canada might be spoken of for fifty ; and he, wha- in 
England would be a stranger fifty miles from home, mi^t be 
well known, at least by character, for five hundred miles in 
North America. 

. (p) p. 10. But if it imply unfitness^ ^c« — A contrary opi-> 
nion to that which is here expressed, has, it is understood^ been 
held, in places where it ought not to have been heard ;* but 
let this contrary opinion be fully brought into practice, and let 
only such be employed in the Colonial Ministry as are actually 
unfit to exercise their ministry at home, and the Church in 
the Colonies is ruined, root and branch, as speedily and as efiec- 
tually as any, the most hostile to her existence and well-being, 
could desire. If higher and more solemn motives be wanting, 
what is become of all regard for the comparative credit of the 
Church, if, while the Dissenters (as may very probably be the 
case) are sending out the best and fittest among themselves that 
can be found willing to go. Church politicians should dole out 
to the spiritual wants of the Colonies the meagre supplies which 
their opinion contemplates. 

(e) p. 12. Want and cold do not pass. — ^If either of these 
unwelcome visitors do make good their entrance into a Canadian 
cottage, (some cases of loneliness and sickness excepted,) the 
&ult must rest altogether with the inmates. The British Pro- 
vinces in North America, notwithstanding the draw-backs which 
must be felt in a newly-settled country, are, in many respects, 
singularly privileged; being, happily, without civil or political 
disabilities, without castes, without convicts, and, above all, 
without any of that degraded portion of the human family, 
whose hard fate it is, for no other crime but their colour, their 
ignorance, and their helplessness, to be the victims of caprice 
and cruelty, to be doomed, in the sweat of their brow, to eat not 
their own, but their owner's bread, and to toil away their exis- 
tence in hopeless bondage. 

We may . add, that^ in' the. Caiiadas, the peasant, enjoying in 
* Parliamentary Debates, 1819. 
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i&dependence thb fruits g£ his industry, feels his increasing 
fiunily to be not an increasing evil, but a multiplied blessing; 
and it has been gratif3ring to reflect, that the melancholy picture 
drawn by the hand of Bums, which, it is hojped, in any civilized 
and Christian country, is seldom exemplified in aH its fea<* 
tures of aggravation, cannot there be realized in any of its linea- 
moits. ' ^ - ^ ■ 

See yonder piDoc, o'eriabour'd wight, 

So abject, mean, and vile. 
Who legs a brother of the dust 

To give him kaoe to UM ; 
And see his lordly ^^IZow-worm 

That jpoor petition spurn, ' 
Uninindful though a weeping wife 

And helpless offspring mourn. 

O fortunatos nimiums ma n bona norUU 
Agricolas! 

may indeed be said of the Canadian peasantry with as much 
emphasis and truth, as of any people on the face of the 
globe. 

(f) p. 13. Who had not enjoyed the advantage of an Academical 
education* A colonial clerg3rman, whose worth and talents are 
very highly appreciated in the sphere of his usefulness, and by 
all who know him, expresses himself in the following manner, 
in reference to this view of the subject : — " Assuredly some 
other seciiirity ought to have been taken against the appre- 
hended evasion, (by means of getting Orders from the Colonial 
Bishops,) of an University education, as a qualification for the 
ministry at home, than such an Act as that which passed the 
Imperial Parliament in 1819. And, even if no other mode 
could have been devised of efiecting this object, ought there 
not at least to have been an exception in favour of graduates at 
the English Universities who may afterwards receive orders 
abroad? As it is, there is an interdict laid upon the most 
respectable, nay, the most distinguished Member of the Univer- 
sity, who may have been ordained* Deacon, too, at home, with 

• This has been once disoovered not to be piedsely oorrect as to the 
letter. A person situated as here described, may officiate mer^ as a Dea- 
con, but there are strong reasons why he iAokU not. 
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tfi§ Highest credit^ — if lie shdiiid have chanceS to receive priest's 
Orders frbni the degrading WdS of a Middieton or a Heber,--: 
ilH ihi^i'dJet from the cohiihbnest exercise of his functions in 
liii own country, unless he procure exemption or dispensation, 
ibfiii^ and Express, from those who have the discretion of ex- 
tending such indtdgence. Suppose liim to be on a visit at a 
brother clergyman's, who, without having himself gone through 
an acftdeitiical course, h^ heeh o>f d&ined as a literah person,—- 
ffdp^se this literate person on the Sunday morning to be seized 
#ith indisposition, — there is an A. M. of Oxford or Cambridge 
at bid house, in fiill Orders, of excellent character, and powerful 
ikt the ^iilpit — ^the^ cori^egatlon are awatre 6f tliesfe particulars — 
h^ h&A officiated^ we will suppose, as Deacon in their neigh- 
Mufho^d,' beforfe he went' abroad— ^they assemble — the minister 
IB' sick — ^how happily came the visit of his guest ! — but the 
Ghidrch is shut lip — what is the meaning of this ? — Oh I Mr. 
' ■ ' " ' " ' musf ti6t open his lips here — he was ordained priest across 
iii^ 1^^, in some outlandish place, among 

* The Antliropoplfagi and men whose heads 
' Do grow benead^ their shoulders.' 

* Wfeff, well, we dd not exactly understand the hindrance, but 
llieFe IS something wrong about him, that is plain ; it Is a great 
pity, he was a fine man.' And so they disperse, some to go to 
Afe Meeting-house, and soihie to spend the Sabbath in idle 



« TheUe anidther resiticHohs ivedken our cause, TTie Roman 
Ctfihblic and Preisbyterian Clergy (for I dd riot adduce the* 
exaimple of all the Sectaries,) are brothers every where, and feel 
lliat' they have the unreserved interchange and fellowship of 
j^vileges. But if tlie most distinguished Bishop of the United^ 
Sta^i^ is in England,^ — if he is detained there a year, or more, — 
he cahriot' once perform the humblest public office in the ser- 
\%6e of his 6bd^ It Uf an unwise and hurtful policy to marJi 
(M ttffid sev^' the CkUi^ck as d leg^l estabHishment aJt home^ 
in such a way- as to p^^&/dite her cdAttddtibit and intercourse 
id^ dlK^^aki ofihe sam^ spmrtuA'L sodf^xY?" 

F 
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. Tboae whohaice remarked the enei^ and the .vaatage* 
ground^ which unity,. artificial and factitious though it be, pnK 
vides for the upholding of a gystem of error in the Church of 
Rome, and who are not above availing themselves of the maxim, 
<< fas est ex hoste doceri/' must regret^ that amoi^ Reformed 
E^scopal Churdiiefl^ the bonds of inter^cowmunion are not^ 
stronger than they are; being firmly persuaded that such a feU 
lowship in spiritual things, would minister a vast accession op 
strength to the cause (rf* Protestant Episcopacy, to the Ptotese*. 
tant cause, and to the interests of Christianity at large* Oh» 
that our Jerusalem, — ^the Reformed Apostolic Church through*^ 
out the world,-— were built more like a city that is at unity kt 
itself! Of such a city, so built, the Church of England might 
well claun to be the citadel, and might have her claim allowed^ 
The Church of England, frcmi her prominent situation and ior 
fluence,in the world, might, together with the perfect integrity 
and safety, — nay, with the augmented security of her temporal, 
privileges, as a national establishment,-^might enjoy the higjhi^ 
and venerable distinction of being the centre of union to the 
other churches. But this can never be the case, while even 
her own natural branches are, in a nianner, severed from her*' 
Some other Episcopal Church may at length arise> to win and 
wear this crown* 

(g.) p. 15. It is. only the first poffs^ &c It is not the first 
page of French, Spanish, and Portuguese Colonial Episcopacy; 
we must go back two hundred years to look for that TlieirB was 
not an unwise policy (considering it merefy as policy), in thus 
early transplanting their national religion to their Colonial po»* 
sessions* And had that religion been of a purer kind, and had 
not the civil institutions which those Colonies received been, m 
some respects, not worth having, and in others abominable, it is 
probable, that they would, for the most part, have remained 
to this day united to their parent states ; or, if a separation had. 
taken place, it would, have been under very different drouiQr^, 
stances firom those which have actually occurred* 

(h) p« 17. JSvangelieaL It is well known that this tenn> fX6A 
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ta&ib&t for^(^da»J are frequently made use of with refeteiice to 
eertain modern party disdnedons. All such usage of them is dis- 
datmed here ; not only because the writer does not wish to make 
tihe subject in hand, a question of words and of names, but be- 
cause, with feelings of perfect amity to all, and of high respect to 
many <£ eadi party, he does not, in truth, profess an adherenc^ 
to ekher, or to any, unless to the party of those who know no 
par^ in the Church but the Church, and who love the Churclt| 
because she is ordiodox, and be^cause she is evangelical. ' This 
dBtermination, long entertained, has been confirmed by recent 
circumstances, Foi* more than one Orthodox or High Church- 
man (so considered) has been known to vindicate the Antb- 
Cdonial interdict, and more than one Evangelical Churchman 
(so held to be) to argue in its favour; and yet it would be easy 
to shew that the former part, at least, of the third section, in 
one or other of its bearings, is at variance with the character^ 
istic views of each of the divisions to which they profess to 
belong. The observation of these inconsistencies, though at 
first unpleasing and disappointing, leads to one good result; 
it draws a man away from Shibboleths to principles, — it makes 
him fly from parties in the Church to the Church herself— 
from changing nten to unchanging truth. 
• (i) p. 18. The beautijtd analogy^ &c. 1. Cor. xii. 21 — 27. 
** The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee ; 
nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay> 
mudi more those members of the body, which seem to be more 
foMey are necessary: and those members of the body which 
'^e thmk to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour ; and our uncomely parts have more abundant 
^meliness. For our comely parts have no need ; but God hath 
teHipered the body together, having given more abundant ho- 
nour to that part which lacked: That there should be no 
sehism in the body ; but tiiat the members should have the 
aame care one for another. And whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it." 
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heard that it has been f^se^d in \i^ plt^^ thi^^ WPJ 9f(^^^ 
Churches in British North 4^6^i9i8L. ^^ ^^f^ ^9^^ M^^t ^4% 
devote^ to perpetual b^r^^^eg^ ^^ t)een jiy^ ^,a 9^eTgj ^\ 
did not exist, &c. Had nptt th^ ^riter been qp^ fV^I^ ^^(Jt 
seven in the Canadas siIqilq ;^ ha4 he not oftexi ^e^ goyodly f^ 
luxuriant crops growing yyppi) the Clergy. Reserv^s^^ (lupcUtfs^ ^ 
was the portion of them that c^me u^der his inspeption,) h^ 
he Aot known families, i[iot a few, living in t^oa^art oja, t^^ p^^ 
iuce of these lands ; were he not certain^ that the ct^urcb^ i^ 
the wilderness are in nuignit^de, cgmfprt,, neatne^Sy an^ ip^ 
every respect except 4ura.bility, superior tp numy ht^o^C^df^ 9^ 
the country churches in this island, h^^ wovdd have be^ ^uite 
at a loss to conceive, that so much hardihood of statemei^t covM 
be coupled with so n;iuch ignorance of fa^t§. 

It is a far easier matter at onpe to mak^ an, ^ss^rtipn, th^u^^ ^f^ 
once tp disprove it ; and there are tijiose, in. who^e ey^^ qpyi 
opportunity of attacking the Established Ch^urch of this coiin,1;ry,^ 
or any of its branches or institutions, is too precious tp.b<9.1je{t sjip* 
The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,, and thje, Co^Of . 
nial Clergy cannot, therefore, expect to escape the <^r4eaL9^ 
rash-judging tempers, and censorious tongues,, especially wheijn 
statements can so easily be made wi4:h r^spj^ct t^ trans-xp^^ipe 
affairs, which it may take months to confute, and ix^ tl^j^ Vf^Pf^ 
time the misrepresentation is doipg its wod( upop.the pub)ju? voix^^ 

(l) p, 22, TTie old country. The Bpiti^b I^l^JodsL are. spt, 
called, in general, by the Americans. 

(m^ p. 24. The means of education are,conff^^t/(. vert/, i»^%, 
rion This plain fact may be stated without, ^ptjcaictl^gf^^ qiPf^ 
seekmg to detract, from the worth and usefvi|pesB. of n^a^; p^p, 
sons whp are circumstanced as here desqri)^ed, bpt^ Q^whfffl^ 
are freely acl^nowledged, and^ in reality, bqth^ ar^ ^nj^^n^d, bji;, 
the disadvantages under whicl^ they labour* A^d^ it^: ^Ould|, 
perhaps, have been as unwise, or nearly sp, tp^ exrfu4e. <j^> 
from the Ministry, as to confine the ^]^iiust|ry e»c.lu§|yQ^jc , tP^ 
thenif, The facty however, remains ut^cUt^edf 
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fq^^^ not f^f^ w^v4y 9mvifiJ[ ^^m^Xej^-^vtt, ^\^y, h^Ax^ 
8, ^tg^tia^ 9^ l^i^m^t QQvenHP«n%7-^<i)QUc)r» libat can «ih 
pvecii^ the. Y%l*ie pf S^Q WP»«l inflmewo, in » Colovy, of a bodji 
9f Qlf ]^gy> Fefi|]|^t|it4e». in QUisbers, character, and eSoieocy, an^ 
|^f» 11^ add) lia?«0(g ^^vsrfjM^^^^KHir ^<<ii(i^<«rf^^9^;i9m 

But ^, ^igbi^l a»4 trve^l pplwy <rf 8^ ChrUtiai^ Stated m 
9^jdo9 to iitt dk|>QAd^ei!e», t« x^t jet iuffioienliy admitted os 
imderstood. '< The time is not yet arrived for a full and ftea 
a^tom^l^dgim^^ of t^e f^ruth^ that the fir^t duty of ev^y Go- 
y^jm^nt ifi a^ft mahi]^e»aBM?e. and prasiQ^iw q£ Cbrntkodt}? 9 
ttid ^j^ ^i^ ^9>n<« ff^ea^nf^s b»A ih» ttm0i ^fabiHti^» of ejirerjr couiw 
t^f, ar^, to, b(^ H^oa^i^ed hsT ^^ d?gv^f m whi$^ it apwers the 
eada ^itis t>eing a^d 9^e4i¥^ i^ ^^ Wor)d{; ai)d is. si^h^je^ieqi t# 
God's eternal purpose of t^e saDctj^$iBaf i9ii^ sm^ salxation of nyaDn 
kiiidl^" — S^jcmoB. of the Pishop of Cl^^t^? bfsfore thj^; Sode^fiiR 
^, Prap?|g^!pii of th^ GQ^eJ^ ^%. 

(o) p. 25. Four Colleges, or Theological, SemmarifiSiemm 
TTiqsi^of Ql^^Ci MT)»^reatJffi9ok^t^a^.J5t.J^ 
ka ; at which, in addition to other branches of use^^l^npiwl^dg^ 
the EnglUh language is taught to the young French Ecclesi- 
astics. The knowledge of this circumstance may minister to 
us useful suggestions. 

(f) p. 26. The Church of England does not yet possess one. 
— ^A plan is now in progress for establishing a College in Upper 
Canada, which is to be open to all denominations of Christians, 
but the Principal and Professors are required to be members of 
the Church of England. This latter regulation is irksome to 
some people, who would have those offices open to all without 
any limitation, in which case we might not only have Socinians, 
Universalists, or Infidels in those situations, but some of them 
would be probably filled by persons from the United States, where, 
it is well known, that, in many instances, even the elementary 
bodks for schools are calculated to prejudice the youthful mind 
against the name of Britam, and against British institutions. It 
is, therefore, confidently hoped, that we are not yet so besotted 
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wkh pseudo-Ubenil notions^ as to become pailles to our own 
detriment, by encomt^ing the last-mentioned scheme. Besides^ 
it was the ffood old way of our ftthers, to make provision for in- 
struction in religion and in learning at the same time ; it is tiie 
plan of modem innovators to dissociate tiiese things ; let not, 
however, tiie theory of the London University be experimented 
in Canada $— if we are not to be permitted to enjoy both, let us 
have religion without lear^dligi iratfaer than learning without 
religion. 

• (Q)p.26. What is caUed * Ca^olic Emaneipaium: With- 
out presuming to give an opinion upon this intricate question, 
we may, at least, be permitted to protest against the use of the 
misnomer, whether in its separate or conjomt forin, which may 
well appear absurd and injurious, sanctioned though it be by the 
ad^^on of many sturdy Protestants, and perhaps even of some* 
grave Divines, and of Critics otiierwise fastidious. And, 
truly, we may call this— ^ &ge €f mimmerss as well as— iSe 
€ige (jfhberaUfy. 

(R)p. 26. Hiffk Churchmen — Evangdical Churchmen.-^ 
See Note (h). 
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I. 

LIST OF BOOKS RECOMMENDED TO DIVINITY STU- 
DENTS IN THE DIOCESE OF QUEBEC. 



COMMENTARIES, &C 

Mant and D'Oyl/s Commentary on the Bible* 

Home's Introduction to the Critical Study of the Scriptures. 

Gastrell't Christian Institutes. 

Hall's Contem^tions. 

Gray's Key to the Old Testament. 

Percy's Key to the New Testament. 

Newton on the Prophecies. 

Parkhurst's Greek Lexicon* 

Oliver's Scripture Lexicon. 

EVIDBKCB8 OE CHRISTIAKITT. 

Paley's Evidences. 

Paley's Horse Paulinse. 

Watson's Apology. 

Porteus's Evidences. 

Leslie's short and easy Method with the Deists. 

Butler's Analogy. 
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GENERAL EXPOSITION OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 

Tomline's Elements of Theology. 
Seeker's Lectures. 

Home's two Sermons on the Trinity and the Duty of contend- 
ing for the Faith. 
Magee on Atonement and Sacrifice. 
Sumner on the Christian Faith and Character. 
Sumner's Apostolical Preilchhig. 
Nelson's Fractiee of Tras D^voImhw 

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY AND THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH. 

Collier's Sacred Interpreter. 

Jenning's Jewish Antiquities. * 

Shuckford's Connection. 

fVideauVs Connection* 

Hale's Chronology. 

Mosheim's Ecclesiastical HiiStOiy. 

Southey's Book of the Church. 

ON THE LITURG¥, CWttDlWAl^dis, A'Niy (JHtTRCll Wvfe^NiCfENf. ' 

Malif s ftayer Book. 

Beveridge's Sermons. 

Shepherd on the Common Prayer. 

Wheatley on ditto. 

Reeves' Prayer Book. 

Nelson's Festivals and Fasts. 

Daubeny's Guide to the Church. 

Wall on Infant Baptism. 

Analysis of Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, 

The Claims of the Church. 

ON POPERY. 

Answer to a Narrative of a Conversion to the Komisb Faith.— 

Published in Canada. 
Daubeny's Protestant's Companidh. 
Bishop Burgess's Tracts. 
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Tk^ above liiBt of books (more than half of wfaicii are coiigi* 
tiered indispensable) was drawn up in 1824. The writer is not 
aware whether any alterations have since been made with re^ 
spect to it or not The object of its insertion is the presump- 
tion which it affords, that Colonial Bishops do not require from 
Candidates for Ordination, less than the least that is required 
£:om them at home, and are not willing that their Clergy should 
be less competent thaa the least competent of their brethren in 
England. 



n. 



^9 Geo. IIZ cap, 60. 
An Act to parmit tlie Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
and the Bishop of London^ for the time being, to admit persons 
into Holy Orders, specially for the Colonies. [2d July, 1819,] 

'< Whereas it is expedient that the Archbishops a^d Bishops of this realm 
should, from time to time, admit into Hol^ Orders persons specially destined 
for the Cure of souls m his Majesty's foreign possessions, although such per- 
sons may not be provided with the title required by the Canon of the 
Church of jEogland of such as are to be made Ministers : and whereas it will 
ipreatly tend to the advanoement of religion within the same, that due provision 
^all be regularly made for a supply of persons, properiy qualified to serve as Pas- 
sons, Vicars, Curates, or Chaplains :** be it therefore enacted by the King's 
most excellent Migesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assemble)^ 
jud by the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, 
it shall be lawful for the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop qf 
York, or the Bishop of London, for the time being, or any Bishop specially 
authorized and empowered by any or either of them, to admit into the Holy 
Orders of Deacon or Priest, any person whom he shall, upon examination, 
deem duly qualified, specially for the purpose of taking upon himself the Cure 
of souls, or offidadng in any spiritual capacity in his M^esty's colonies or 
£>reign possessions, and residing therein ; and that a declaration of 8U(;h piv^- 
pose, and a written engagement to perform the same, under the hand of such 
.person^ being deposited in the hands of such Archbishop, or Bishop, shall bp 
held to be a sufficient Title with a view to such Ordiiiation : and that in everv 

G 
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Bttch case it ahall be dittiocdy stated In the Letters of Onfination of every per - 
son so admitted to H0I7 Orders, tbat he has been ordained for the Cure of 
souls in his Majesty's foreign possessions. 

IL Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that no person so admitted into the Holy Orders of Deacon, or Priest, for the 
purpose of taking upon himself the Cure of souls, or officiating in any spirit- 
ual capacity in his Majesty's foreign possessions, shall be capable of having» 
holding, or enjoying, or of being admitted to any P&rsonage, Vicarage, Bene- 
iBce, or other Ecclesiastical Promotion or Dignity whatsoever, within the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of acting as Curate 
therein, without the previous consent and approbation, in writing, of the 
Bishop of the Diocese* under his hand and seal, in which any such parsonage 
vicarage, benefice, or other ecclesiastical promotion or dignity shall be locally 
situated, nor without the like consent and approbation of such one of the said 
Archbishops, or Bishop of London, by whom, or by whose authority, such 
person shall have been originally orduned; or in case of the demise or tran- 
slation of such Archbishop, or Bishop, of his successor in the same see : 
, Provided, always, that no such consent and approbation shall be given by any 
such Archbishop, or Bishop of London, unless the party applying for the 
same shall first produce a testimony of his good behaviour during the time 
of his residence abroad, from the Bishop in whose Diocese he may have 
officiated $ or in case there be no Bishop, from the Governor in Council of 
the Colony in which he may have been resident, or from his Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department 

III. And be it further enacted, that from and after the passing of this 
Act, no person who shall have been admitted into Holy Orders by the 
Bishops of Quebec, Nova Scotia, or Calcutta, or by any other IKshop, or 
'Archbishop, than those of England or Ireland, shall be capable of officiating 
in any church or chapel of England or Ireland, without special permission 
from the Archbishop of tile Province in which he proposes to officiate ; or of 
having, holding, or enjoying, or of being admitted to any Parsonage, or other 
Eodesiastical Preferment in Engknd or Ireland, or of acting as Curate there- 
in, without the consent and approbation of the Archbishop of the Province 
and also of the Bishop of the Diocese in which any such Parsonage or Ec- 
clesiastical Preferment or Curacy may be situated. 

IV. Ptovided, always, that no person who, after the passing of tibis Actl*, 
shall have been ordained Deacon, or Priest, by a Colonial Bishop, who, at 
the lime of such ordination, did not aetuaHy possess an episcopal jurisdiction 
over some Diocese^ l^trict, or PhMse, or was not actoally residing within suek 
Division, District, or Place, shall be capable in any way, on any pretence 
wUfttever, of at any time holcHug any Paisonagey or other EodeoaBtical 
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Prefennent vnthm his Majesty's Dominions;, or of b^ng a stipendiaiy Ctf- 
nte, or Chaplain, or of officiating at any place, or in any manner, as a Minister 
of the established Church of England and Ireland 

V. And be it further enacted, that all admissions, institutions, and induc- 
tions to benefices in the Church of England, or Church of Ireland, and all 
appointments to act as Curates therein, which shall be made contrary to the 
provisions of this Act, shall be to all intents and purposes' null and void : 
Provided, always, that nothing herein shall be construed to inake void any 
admission, institution, or. induction to any benefice, or any appointment as 
Curate, which shall have been made previous to the passmg of this Act 

VL Proiaded, always, that nothing in this Act contained, shall be con- 
strued to affect or to repeal any of the provisions of an Act, passed in the 
twenty -sixth year of the reign of his present Majesty, intituled "An Act to 
empow^ the Archbishop of Canterbury, or the Archbishop of York, for the 
time being, to consecrate to the office of a Bishop, persons being subjects or 
citizens of countries out of his Majesty's dominions.*' 



III. 



LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY FOll 
THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL. 

Edinburgh, 9th. Oct 1827. 
Reverend Sir, 

With the unlooked-for unpleasant circumstances^ in which, 
after my arrival in England, I found myself inyolved, you are 
already^ I believe, partially acquainted ; but aa I now find, that 
the removal of those difficultiea will cause, to my great regreti 
^e delay, if not the prevention, of my return to Canada, I feel 
it requisite to give you a detailed and connected view of the 
whole case, for the information of the venerable Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. 

I was brought iq> for the ministry of the established Church, 
and fat this end I passed seven years, from 1811 to 1818, at 
Ricbmond School, Yorkshire, and at Trinity and Corpus Cbristi 
Colleges in the University <tf Cambridge. - 

in the Spring of 1819, being in Deacon's Orders, to which I 
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had been Admitted bj tbe Iste Biiriiop (rf Durlwbiy on Scipt:£OtE 

of the precedhig year, tmd acting as Curate Itx the parish of 
Norbam on the Tweed, I offered tny services to the late Bishop 
of Quebec, to go out to Canada in the tpringf of 1820, wishing 
to remain in England till that time for various reasons, and 
especially for the purpose of being ordained Pk-iest at Bishop- 
Auckland in the ensuing September, 

I learned, however, that it was liie wish af the Buhop of 
Quebec, for me to leav6 England before the period I proposed^ 
and in an official letter of the 16th of April, 1819^ the following 
communication was made to me. " If you were about to go td 
Canada immediately, the Bishop (of Quebec) has no doubt that 
he could find a situation for you, but he cannot undertake to 
say, with any certainty that he shall be able to do so after Sept* 
next." 

As an assurance of the complete validity of Colonial .Ordina- 
tions in England could alone induce me to relinquish my own 
decided wish and previous intention, I applied for information 
on this point, through the medium of a friend, to my Diocesan. 
The following reply was received :-^ 

« London^ April 27th, 1819. 
• " Revd. Sir, 

« A variety of pressing business has hitherto prevented my 

iletuming an earlier aniswer to your question relative to ihe 

Bishop of Quebec's Ordinations. They unquestiondbty dve 

iralid in England. 

'< I am, with much regard, 

<^ Your sincere friend and brother, 

(Signed) « S. DUNELM. 

^ I%e Rm>^ Jos, Barnes^ Vicaragey 

Berwick upon Tweed" 

This reply, I need hardly observe, wlM of a nature to remdve 

from my inind all do^t with respect to the propriety and ex^ 

pedienoy of my proceeding to the Colony without driay. I 

aocordingly went, and was ordained Frieat in the Cathednd 41 

Quebee eii Nov. 7th, 1819. 
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AlmMt itnmfidiatelir upMi my relum lo Englmdy Ileamed, 
to my great coi^oeni} thai I had forfeited all the privilege^ 
ipuiiual as well as temporal^ of a Clergyman of the Church of 
England, the following extract from an Act of Parliament hav*- 
faig come to my knowledge.* 

Before I went abroad, in 1819| I did every thing that a Cl^^r. 
gyman could be expected to do to prevent the loss of his prtvvr 
legesi and, since my retuni» I have left only one thing undone 
in my attempts to recover them, but have hitherto &iled. Hav^ 
ing learned from Authority»that the only mode in order to their 
recovery must, of necessity, be preceded by the resignation of my 
mission in Canada; this step» though with reluctance and Degret^ 
I feel myself, for various reasons, induced to adopt* I havQ 
finmd the interdict which prevents me from assisting even a sick 
clergyman, a friend, or it may be a ci-devant fellow stud^tf 
operate to mjr disadvantage in various ways ; it has caused ma 
to appear in a questionable light, — ^it has given rise to contir 
Bual enquiries, and has wearied me with incessant explanationfl» 
which, after all, are unintelligible to many, and unheard of by 
Biany more. I have been tQld, indeed, that I might, at least 
officiate merely as a Deacon, and I have been blamed by some 
fi>r not doing so ; but I have, notwithstanding, thovght it right 
to decline to msik^ that virtual retrocession, or in any way tn 
become myself a party to the disparagement of the full Ord^r^ 
which I have rightly and canonically received. . A^d strange it 
seems, that, though bom an Englishman, — and though of an 
English University, — and though a Deacon of the Church of 
England,-«and though a Missionary of the Church of England, — 
I have since my return, officiated only thrice, and each time in 
the Episcopal Church of Scotland ;. for in that quarter only of 
the United Kingdom, is the validity of my Friest^^ Orders fufly 
that is, practicality as toeU as theoreHcaUjf acknowledged. 

And perhaps I may be permitted to remark, that, unless 
there be some very weighty reasons for this legislative restric- 
tion, (I qieak only of the first part of the section^ its very 

• 5» Geo. III. 4:ftp. 60^ § a 2d J^. iei9k^*Ste Afpoidia, Nsi. IL 
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existence must be considered an evil ; for> in the judgment of 
many churchmen on both sides of the Atlantic^ it is unsound 
and anti-catholic in its principle ;— I feel it to be hard and lin* 
just in its operation towards myself, and towards others, who 
are cu*cumstanced like me ; and I know that it cannot fail of 
being injurious to the welfare of the Church, and by conse- 
quence, to the interests of religion in the Colonies. 

Having fully ascertained, that there remains no other way to 
re-unite myself to ishe National Church oi my country, ^m 
which I am, in a manner, separated, and to regain those privi- 
leges whidi I have unwittingly forfeited, I beg leave, in con- 
clusion, respectfully to communicate to the venerable Society 
my resignation of the <^ce of Missibnary in their service, which 
I do, on several accounts, with reluctance and regret ; and^ at 
the same time, I desire also to say, that, when this object shall 
be accomplished^ should it be the pleasure of the Society to 
re-^)point me as their Missionary, I kiiow nothing that should 
disincline me from offering again my feeble services to their 
acc^tance* 

, I trust that you wiU excuse my troubling you with so long a 
letter, as it is my wish to acquaint the Venerable Society not 
merely with the &ct of my unwilling resignation, but to put 
them in possession of the grounds on which it rests, and of the 
circumstances in which I am placed. 

I have the honour to remain, Reverend Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 

SAMUEL S. WOOD. 
To the Ren, A BamiUony Secretary 
to ^ Society for the PrcpagtUum 
ofihie Gospel. 



Among other cases of hardship arising from the operation of 
Ihe Statute, we might mention that of a dignified Colonial Cler- 
gyman ; who, being a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
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and now a D. D«,-p->yet, having been ordained by a Colonial 
Bishop several years before the passing of the teerospeeHve Act, 
could not be suffered, if he were to visit this country, to open 
his lips in A church, or to perform the humblest act of th^ 
Ministry. 



IV. 



RBMARKS OK THE CLAIMS AI>VANCED BY THE CLER- 
GY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND IN THE CA;. 
KADAS, UPON THE CLERGY RESERVES IN THOSE 
PROVINCES. 

Unconnected as the discussion of these claims is, with the 
general subject of the fbregoihg pi^es, yet the writer cannot 
think it consistent with his duty to that branch of the Church 
to which he was for several years attached, were he to send 
these sheets to the press, without noticing a question that is 
very closely connected with her future well-being, and that is 
supposed to be at this moment very near to its final decision* 

By the Statute of SI. Geo. IH. c. 31. passed A. D. 1791, it 
was enacted, that one-seventh of the yet ungtanted lands ihiht 
Canadas, should be set apart for the fiitcdre {Nrovision of a PhH 
testant Clergy, as contradistingiiished from the.Clergy of the 
Church of Rome; and the terms of the SBth, S9th, and 4iOth 
sections of that Act (Mainly refer to the Church; of England, be- 
ing incapable of af^lication to any other body ; and are thus in 
strict conformity with the first Royal Instructions to the Go- 
vernors in Canada, which declare that << the powers andprivu 
leges of an established Church, belong only to the Protestant 
Church of England^ 

It has been shewn, from a calculation of their probable pro- 
ceeds hereafter, that these Reserves are not likely to form 
an immoderate provision for the Protestant Episcopal Church, if 
her growth is freely encouri^ed by wholesome culture, and is 
notrepreated by unwise measures and erroneous statements; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 

and tlu^ they were granted exehawefy as a provision for tfant 
fhuidi, wttB» we believe, a thing understood without question 
by her Cleigj, bj the Agents for managing the Reserves, and 
by the Province at large, for the space of thirty years. 

If, then, it was in the contemplation of the Legislature to 
assign a portion of these lands to the Presbyterian Clergy, 
why is nothing of the kind specified in the Act ? 

Why also, on this supposition, were the Episcopal Clergy of 
each Province alone formed into Corporations for the manage- 
ment of the Heserves, and why were not the Presbyterian 
<!llergy associated with them, or formed into a separate Corpo- 
rate body for die same purpose ? 

If the claim now advanced by the Clergy of the Church of 
Scotlaoid, in die Canadas, be an equUaUe one, why was it suffered 
«o lie dormant fair so loi^ a period as from 1791 to 1822 ? 

Leaving it to others to settle the question of the expediency 
4)f having two, not to say three, religious establishments in the 
fiiune country; — if the Pred)yterian Cleigy are to receive a 
^provision from Government, are there not millions of acres yet 
ungranted, some of whidi might be made available towards the 
^oeomplishment of this object ? 

hk our passion for i^&erol^, what is to become of our Aoftour^ 
What is to become of our Old EngHJi honour f Are we at 
<mce to bid it unceremoniously ftrewell, to turn it adrift as a 
useless incumbrance ? Surely there is no necessity for our be- 
ing liberal at all ha2ards,^ifre tW injuria : if we must make a 
IMresent to one party, can we not do so without taking away 
^hat we have previously giv^n to another ? 
' ' In connexion with this question it becomes a duty, though by 
«o means an agreeable one, to refer to proceecKngs which, wer^ 
it not for the undue advantage that may be gained, and the juit 
-faiterests that niay be prejudiced by th^kn, 

« Were better kft foigotten or untold^"— 
An contentions, but especially contentions about a matter of 
temporal provision between fellow Protestants, who form a smaU 
company in the midst of a Romish population^ are Aundantly 
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to be deprec&ted. But we are nfit the attacking party. Far 
better and more pleasant would it be to say to them, " Let there 
be no strife, we pray you, between us and you, and between 
our herdmen and your herdmen ; for we be brethren."— But 
if they will bend their bow against us, it will perhaps be seen, 
that we can at least bring forth the shield. And though they 
may swell the signatures to their petition to Parliament to three- 
fold their legitimate number, by a levy of names from other 
religious denominations ; — yet, — for all that, — yes, — for all that, 
f^ IF (to vm the language of a colonial friend,) if law, truth, 

JUSTICE, AND PRESCRIPTION COMBINED, CAN AVAIL US, We mUSt 

be victorious in our struggle with the Kirk. I cannot describe 
to you (the same undoubted authority goes on to say) how un- 
worthily of a respectable national Church the supporters of that 
cause have conducted it here. A single example may suffice. 
They have sent home a statement, to which they have some- 
how procured the attestation of a Magistrate, that at Sandwich, 
(Upper Canada) one half (I believe they have said more than 
onJB half,) of the congregation, would join the Church of Scot- 
land, if a minister of that Church were established there. No 
such disposition exists ; and we have ascertained that there are 
^UBtfeur Presbyterians in the place. All the Protestants con- 
form to our Church." 

It is deeply to be lamented that such contentions should arise 
to impede the progress of the Protestant cause in Canada, creat- 
ing irritation of feeling, and more or less occupying the time and 
thoughts of some of the ablest and most zealous members of the 
two most influential Reformed Communions, — the one attacking, 
and the other defending, a just and legal right to temporal provi- 
sion ;— defending, not for their own present advantage, but for 
those who are to succeed them in their ministry, when they them- 
selves shall be gathered to their fathers. Nor is it the applica- 
tion or the misapplication of energies, in such a manner, that 
might be far more profitably exerted on both sides, the only thing 
to be regretted, or the only thing that tends to cast a gloom over 
the horizon of Protestantu^m in that quarter. There are other 

H 
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clouds that overshadow the landscape. Want of zeal, lukewarm- 
ness, indifference, in shorty spurious liberality, is there too at work. 
There have been seen ProiesiantSy — ^the descendants of the 
disciples of Latimer and of Klnox, — heu ! paJtrHbus dissimiles — 
clubbing their purses to assist in the erection of a Romish Ca- 
thedral in the city of Montreal, that is far to outshine in mag- 
nificence every Church in North America ; — ^the descendants 
of the disciples of Latimer and of Knox going hand in hand to a 
work of Super-erogatian f For the Cathedral would have been 
built, and splendidly too, by the Romanists themselves, without 
their aid. Nor is this all ; for in the mean time, not a few 
Protestant Churches of the Episcopal, and perhaps some of the 
Presbyterian Communion, are, in various parts of the provinces, 
desired in vain, or are struggling with difficulties, or are unable 
for want of funds, to procure things seemly and necessary for the 
service of the sanctuary. 

But then, this is the age of consistency and of liberal opinions ! 
The wisdom and piety of our fathers were narrow-minded pre- 
judices not to be tolerated in these enlightened times ;— the truths, 
for the sake of which they yielded up their lives, are now not 
worOi inquiring into, still less worth contending for ! — And now, 
led captive by a word, we are terrified at the idea of being sus- 
pected of any thing that is called, or miscalled, ilUberality^-^we 
are sorely puzzled to hit the right medium between intolerance 
and latitudinarianism, or indi£Perence in religion, — and thus it is, 
in short, that Fashion << doth make cowards of us all." 



FINIS. 
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